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APPLICATION  for  WEDDING 

We are delighted that you want to be married at St. James, and look forward to working with you to help make your wedding a special and memorable occasion.  Enclosed with this letter is a Booking Form which we ask you to complete and return with the Booking Fee to the Parish Office.

Are we entitled to be married at St. James?
As a Church of England Parish Church we are subject to certain legal restrictions as to who can get married at St. James.  We apologise for the legal complexities – we did not make it up!  If you find this confusing, please call our Parish Office and we will be happy to guide you through it.  The notes below should help you to make sure you can go ahead.

1. If you reside in the Parish of Shirley, you have the right to be married in the Parish Church.  Roughly speaking this means that if you live in the area South of Hollybrook, West of Hill Lane, North of Malmesbury Road, and East of Oakley Road, you live in the parish.  If you have any doubts about this you can look on www.achurchnearyou.com or call our Parish Office.

2. If you do not reside in Shirley Parish there are some other Qualifying Connections as follows:

a) One of you was baptised in a Church of England service in Shirley Parish;

b) One of you has your Confirmation registered in Shirley Parish;

c) One of you has at any time had your usual place of residence in Shirley Parish for at least 6 months;

d) One of you has habitually attended public Church of England services in Shirley Parish for at least 6 months;

e) One of your parents has at any time in your lifetime had his or her usual place of residence in Shirley Parish for at least 6 months;

f) One of your parents has at any time during your lifetime habitually attended public Church of England services in Shirley Parish for at least 6 months;

g) One of your parents or grandparents was married at Shirley Parish Church.

3. In the unlikely event that you cannot tick any of these boxes, but you still feel you have 

a good reason for wanting to be married at St. James, there is a possibility of applying for a Special Licence.  Please call the Parish Office to arrange a meeting with me about this.

4. If either of you has been divorced, and your former spouse is living, we will need to meet with you to complete a form entitled “Marriage in church after divorce” before we can make a definite booking. We will be in touch once we have received your completed form.  

What happens next?

· Once we have received your Booking Form we will confirm the date and time with you.

· At least 4 months before your wedding we will contact you to make an appointment where we will start the ball rolling in planning your service.  Unless your wedding is in the first quarter of the year, this appointment will usually be in January of the year of your wedding.

· We also run a short series of Marriage Preparation evenings, and you will receive an invitation to these. Couples find these evenings really helpful, so we will ask you to make these dates a priority.
A Word of Advice!

Reception venues are more difficult to book than churches.  We strongly recommend that you book your Wedding Reception venue before you make a firm booking with us, but please check the date with us before you book your Wedding Reception venue.
Please don’t hesitate to call us with any queries you have about your wedding at St. James.  We look forward to getting to know you in the run up to your wedding.

With best wishes,
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Revd Dan Clark, Vicar.

St. James’ by the Park Church Office, 133 Church Street, Shirley, Southampton, SO15 5LW





 t: 023 8077 1755 
e: theresa@stjamesbythepark.org
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