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Dear Friends, 

The year is rushing by. Andrew is now three months (and a bit) into his new job arrangement with Compassion International and is 
thriving (so far!). Despite the fact that he is kept busy, the arrangement has served to establish a certain degree of order in his 
work life. Having an organisational structure, working with a team, receiving professional development training and having a great 
boss is proving to be very motivating for him after many years of working almost solo. It has also meant that we are being forced 
to be more effective with his time which is also proving positive, as we share below. 

That book… 

The results of our decade-long monitoring of deforestation were finally published in 
March. Our eldest daughter Cecilia, co-author of the book along with Enrique Lopez (Mr. 
Map-maker), gave a big hand in editing the final version and polishing some of the 
references to law. Printing costs were covered by a kind donation from the Chaco 
Church Trust. 

Greenpeace Argentina sponsored a presentation of the book at a hotel in the centre of 
Salta. The event was well attended and got good press  coverage (including an editorial 
in one paper). The event was cosponsored by the Salta Forum on Land (Foro Salteño 
por la Tierra) and the Red Agroforestal (REDAF), a nationwide network linking NGOs 
concerned with social and environmental justice, which also paid for the book design and 
have since  hosted the book on the internet (this link also has more photos of the event).  

All in all it has been encouraging to begin to see the fruits of what at times seemed a very 
tedious and seemingly unending project. The next step now is to develop a website to 
provide updated information as new data emerges.  

 

 

Reaching out to a broader audience 

 

As a direct result of the book publication, we have received a series of invitations to give talks on the 
issue of deforestation to other organisations. Last week, Andrew joined three researchers from the 
national university of Salta, to present and discuss the social and biological effects of deforestation 
to a large group of young people linked to Minga, an artistic and cultural centre.  The discussions 
also covered the health effects of agrochemicals, which is a big issue across much of Argentina. 
Researcher Gladys Garcia explained about deformities she is finding in frogs and tadpoles across 
the Chaco. Preliminary findings point to notable deformities in amphibians sampled in areas that are 
subject to heavy uses of agrochemicals. 

Despite these sobering facts, we were encouraged by the sense of concern and desire to be 
informed and “do something” among many in the audience. In this regard it is gratifying to see how 
the book may be used to show people what is going on in the Chaco, and help those who are really 
interested to take some form of action to protect the region.  

Andrew has also been invited to address audiences at the national university of Salta, and its 
subsidiary in Oran (University) and Tartagal (indigenous organisations).  
 
 

Shaping the next generation 

Slowly but surely we are seeing more openings for sharing and passing on our experience to others, and especially, to a younger 
generation of leaders. Andrew recently met with Joaquin Vasquez, a young sociologist who is keen to support Indians in 
Rivadavia Banda Sur lay legal claims to their lands.  We will be supporting Joaquin with data and advice. We continue to play a 
similar role with Tepeyac, a catholic mission agency working with indigenous peoples in Rivadavia Banda Norte.  
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Learning about chemically induced 
deformations on frogs and tadpoles in the 
chaco 

Book presentation - Salta. 

http://nuevodiariodesalta.com.ar/noticias/salta-1/el-chaco-saltenio-es-una-de-las-ultimas-oportunidades-para-hacer-algo-bien-7136
http://www.cuartopodersalta.com.ar/la-perfeccion-del-fracaso/
http://redaf.org.ar/presentaron-un-informe-sobre-proyectos-de-deforestacion-autorizados-entre-2004-y-2015-en-la-provincia-de-salta/


ACEN – La Caldera 

 

As part of our work with the Anglican Communion Environmental Network (ACEN) we are aiming to run a two-day regional 
meeting with Latin American Bishops on the issue of church and climate change. It now looks as though this might happen in 
October, possibly here in Salta. We may be running the event in La Caldera which will be good, as it will allow us to share the 
vision of that place becoming a hub for future training for other churches and leaders.  

 

Compassion International 

 

As you may know, Andrew is now working 80% of his time with Compassion International. He attended an in-house training 
course in Colorado Springs in January. In February he was in the Philippines, working with local churches identifying and 
documenting best practices in responding to the impacts of natural disasters (typhoons) among the poor. This was followed by 
formal orientation at Compassion HQ, and then a further professional development course in March, this time in North Carolina. 
After a bit of a break in international travel, Andrew will be returning to the Philippines for a brief spell in June.  

 

Family 

 

Carolina passed all her first year veterinary exams with good marks, and is now settling into 
her second year. Before returning to Uni she spent a fun time with friends in Buenos Aires. 
Ceci did very well in her placement with a local law firm in Salta, to the extent that they 
offered her the chance of future work. She is now back into her studies, and has been 
given another teaching assistantship. She is enjoying singing lessons and sings with the 
Faculty of Law choir. She is teaching English for pocket money.  Tomas has managed to 
move forward significantly with his degree, recently passing rocket science with 80%. He 
has been given a teaching assistantship which means he now pays no fees. He will also be 
doing paid work on a part time basis. He hopes this will be taken into account for the 
supervised work experience the university requires. He will be drawing and tweaking 
blueprints with a technical designer in Cordoba.  He continues to enjoy trekking in the 
mountains of central Cordoba. 

We look forward to a visit from Ross and Jacqui Moughtin, who lead Christchurch in Aughton, one of our link churches. They will 
be with us from 9th to 17th May, before they go on to visit the Iguazu falls and Buenos Aires. 

 

Prayer Pointers 

 

We value your support, and ask that you pray for the following points: 

• For the planned meeting with Bishops. Pray for funding for travel and accommodation of participants, and that the meeting might 
yield concrete results and actions.  

• For Land for Life’s (Fundación Refugio) ongoing work, especially as we seek to enable and encourage others that are involved in 
the struggle to care for God’s creation and who seek social environmental justice for the poor. 

• For our kids as they battle on with their degrees. Give thanks that we are able to support them financially.  

• For Maria as she keeps the family anchored and stable in the midst of all the comings and goings. 

 

 
Andrew and Maria Leake  

andrewleake@gmail.com 

Tomas and his mates on a 36 Km hike through 
mountains in Cordoba  
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