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Dear Friends, 

Andrew and his son Tomas were sitting outside a small restaurant last night in our little town. A large pit-bull 
waddled by, tail wagging and looking quite pleased with himself. It had obviously escaped from somewhere. Next 
minute, pandemonium broke loose among the tables as it attacked a small pet dog belonging to one of the patrons. 
Against Andrew’s wishes Tomas decided they had to help, so they dropped their cold beer and pizza and 
proceeded, along with the waiter, to intervene. Getting a pit-bull to let go is not easy. At one point Andrew was 
seen holding it up by its back legs and twisting its testicles (which had zero effect). Eventually someone poured 
water on the dog, and that did the trick. The victim survived, the pit bull ran off and was promptly run over by a car. 
It too, survived, but that’s another story… 

The event reminded us of how our planned activities can be suddenly overturned by events. The story is also an 
analogy for the fact that circumstances mean we are sometimes called to intervene in situations that we deem too 
difficult for us to resolve. The lesson, it would seem, is to be prepared as best as possible, for any eventuality, and 
to act in faith. 

 

New authorities 

 

A recent cabinet reshuffle in the Salta government has left the 
environment being relegated as a ministerial priority. Once a 
ministry in its own right it is now subsumed in the Ministry for 
Production, Work and Sustainable Development. The new 
Minister is a lady, whose previous professional experience is in 
agribusinesses.  

The new Secretary for Environment is a nice enough person, 
but is a lawyer with no environmental training.  Andrew met 
with him shortly after he took office, and the tone of the 
conversation left it clear that the government is still intent of 
allowing a lot more deforestation in the Chaco.  

We shall have to be ready for whatever this new 
administration throws at us. After a year in which only two 
deforestation permits were issued (typically its above 15) we know for a fact that there are a dozen or more 
requests for deforestation permits just waiting for the new Secretary to give them the green light.   

One thing we have already noticed, the government is making it harder for us to access data on specific 
deforestation projects.  

 

Peru challenge 

We have a new date (25-27 May) for the postponed ACEN-sponsored regional conference for Latin American 
bishops on climate change and the role of the church. There is still a lot to do in terms of preparations, but we are 
very pleased to have received confirmation of the participation of our two main external speakers. One is Jeff 
Golhier, the Anglican Observer on Environmental matters at the UN. The other, Dr. Santiago Reyna, is a senior 
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The new Secretary for the Environment (right), in a debate on 
deforestation affecting an indigenous community (2013). 



academic from the University of Cordoba (Argentina), and a renowned specialist on climate change, who happens 
to have a keen interest in the Churches’ role in helping the poorest who are affected the most by these 
phenomena.   

We now need to get everyone on board, and dealing with a dozen or so Anglican bishops can be tricky at the best 
of times!  We also need to secure funding, and are very pleased that one of our link churches (Church on the Heath 
– Fleet) has committed to providing support to help with the travel for some of the delegates. We will, all being 
well, have representations from the dioceses of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Peru, and possibly Uruguay and Paraguay 
if we can get our ducks all in a line.  

 

La Caldera 

We are moving ahead with the project to renovate 
and develop the diocesan centre of La Caldera. An 
architect has developed a masterplan, and we are 
now executing some work. In parallel we are 
developing a further proposal for a large conference 
room and additional dormitories.   

We are looking at the possibility of purchasing an 
adjacent plot of land which would allow us to build a 
more spacious conference/meeting room with its 
own separate car parking. If this works out, it will 
significantly add to the capacity of the centre in 
terms of hosting meetings and training events.  

 

Compassion International 

Andrew has completed a year working part-time with Compassion International. It has been a positive time with 
lots of very good learning on the role of the global and local church in social development. He will be working in 
Colombia at the end of this month, working with colleagues and some 20 churches on measuring programme 
impact.   
 

Prayer Pointers 

Please pray for the following points: 

• The logistics and administration of the Bishops’ conference on Climate Change and the Church (to be held 
in Lima, Peru 25-27 May). Pray specifically that we may raise the necessary funds for the event, and that 
the church in Latin America will rise to the challenge of assisting poor communities affected by 
environmental degradation and extreme weather events. 
 

• For wisdom and discernment in challenging government policies that are conducive to the destruction of 
the native forests of northern Argentina (the Chaco) and the way of life of the indigenous people that live 
there.  Knowing where, when and how to challenge deforestation entails risks, and requires courage that 
we often feel that we lack. 
 

• For our family, especially our children as they begin to think of the next steps following university. Pray that 
they may find opportunities for either work or further study (possibly abroad). 

 Andrew and Maria Leake 

andrewleake@gmail.com 

Architect discussing master plan for La Caldera with Diocesan leaders 
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