
Finding God in the Chaos – Jesus Walks on the Water 

Sermon discussion guide 

Based on Matthew 14:22-33 from 10th May 2020 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxJJk0TQqaGqbUGk2t9Lkhw 

 

Summary of Dan’s sermon: 

‘Chaos’ for many at the current time. For some its practical – home schooling; working from home. But 

it’s also things like lack of concentration, taking longer to do things, lack of sleep.  

Context of passage. Just after death of John the Baptist and its intense grief, and the feeding of the 

5000. Jesus had gone to pray. The disciples have gone out in the boat, and a storm below up. A bit like 

now - we are all in different boats in the rough sea. We might find ourselves asking ‘Where is God in the 

chaos’?  

Jesus walked out to them on the water. It seemed improbable – but even in the dark Jesus knew where 

they were. Even when we can’t see God he is watching over us – so be encouraged. The disciples were 

frightened – but Jesus said ‘Do not be afraid’.  That’s what Jesus says when we are scared. ‘Take heart, 

be encouraged, it’s me’. Even in the most frightening we can find peace. 

God showed up when the disciples least expected Him. Dan shared how a stranger told him where to 

find an urgently needed stopcock. People sometimes say they find God most easily in the countryside, 

or by the sea. But Dan suggested if we keep our eyes open we will also see him in the supermarket, our 

living rooms, in the kindness of strangers, in a message from a friend.  

Peter challenges the Lord. ‘If it’s you, tell me to come to you’. Peter knows Jesus wants Him to take on 

the impossible challenge. Currently there are many challenges for people - work on the front line, 

reduced income, or going to the supermarket, or the same four walls for another week. So much calls us 

to ‘step out of our comfort zone’.  If we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, we can do what we thought was 

impossible.  

Peter took his eyes off Jesus, became afraid and began to sink. But then he had a most profound 

experience of God, as Jesus rescued him. It can be hard to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus at the moment. 

But we just need to cry out and try to trust Him.   

 Even when we can’t see God he watches us.   

 Be encouraged: God is with us even in the storm. 

 Sometimes God shows up when we least expect Him 

 We experience God most powerfully when we step out of our comfort zone. 

Dan reassured us that He is with us even when we feel we can’t keep going any longer. He encouraged 

us to pray, open our eyes, and keep our eyes fixed on God amidst the chaos.  

In her interview with Stuart, Georgia talked about being honest with God about our feelings. She talked 

about how the bible is full of honest emotion – such as anger, confusion (e.g. Psalms), and how she has 

found God in deeper ways when she has been prepared to be honest with Him.  In response Simon Clift 

commented on the chat about the importance of honesty in our ‘lament and our praise’. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxJJk0TQqaGqbUGk2t9Lkhw


Questions: 

Dan described various ways that things might feel chaotic at the current time? Do you recognise ‘chaos’ 

in your life at the moment? If so, what form does it take for you?  

 

The disciples experienced God showing up when they least expected Him. Dan talked about the 

importance at this time of seeing God in everyday things – such as messages from friends or the 

kindness of strangers. Do you have examples of God showing up at this time amidst the chaos –  either 

practical examples of everyday things, or something else where you have experienced His love when 

things have been difficult?   

 

Peter had the courage to get out of the boat. Have you had any times in recent weeks where you have 

‘needed to get out of the boat’? Or do you think that is something God might be challenging you to do 

at the moment? Are there parts of coming out of the lockdown that feel like ‘getting out of the boat’?  

 

As Peter began to sink, he cried out to Jesus – but then had his most profound experience of God as 

Jesus rescued him. Georgia spoke of the importance of being honest with God about her feelings, and 

how that had deepened her relationship with Him.  Simon Clift noted the importance of ‘lament’.  Has a 

‘crying out to God’ or ‘being honest with God’ or ‘lament’ been part of your prayer at this time? Has it 

been helpful if so? 

 

What are your particular prayer requests in this time of chaos? Linking with Dan’s thoughts in the 

sermon your prayer might be for courage, or calming a frustration, or easing of anger, or using time 

more effectively, or coping with another week of isolation? Are your prayers in the chaos for any of 

these or something else? Let’s share how we can we best support each other in prayer at this time 

amidst the chaos.  

 

 

 


