
Love each other discussion guide 
based on James (Linked to sermon from 15/9/19) 

which can be accessed at www.stjamesbythepark.org/current-sermon-series 
 
This was the second part of a series looking back over James through the lens of our 
church purpose statement: Love God, love each other, reach the world.  
 
Intro: Think of a time when you felt very much loved by a church. What happened? 
Think of a time when you didn’t feel loved by a church. What happened?  
 
Summary of sermon: 

• Jesus calls us to love each other as he has loved us – so although we’re a pretty 
loving community, there’s always room for improvement! 

• To build an ‘Authentic community’ (which is one of our church values) takes 
effort from all of us – it doesn’t just happen 

• James mentions 6 different ways we need to express our love for each other 
• Love treats each other equally (2.1-4) 
• Love serves each other practically (2.14-17) 
• Love speaks to and about each other encouragingly (4.11; 5.9) 
• Love prays for each other boldly (5.13-14,16) 
• Love confesses weakness and sin to each other vulnerably (5.15-16) 
• Love challenges each other graciously (5.19-20) 

 
To think through / discuss with others: 
1. Love treats equally. Sometimes we realise we have an ‘unconscious bias’ against 
other people – based on their age / appearance / skin colour / accent / education 
background etc. When have you noticed yourself having an unconscious bias?  
2. Would thinking of fellow Christians as ‘brothers and sisters’ help you not to show 
favouritism / bias? Why / why not?  
3. Love serves practically. Do you find it easier to help others or be helped by others? 
Why do you think that is? 
4. Dan suggested it’s pride that stops most of us asking for help when we need it. Do 
you agree / disagree?  
5. Love speaks encouragingly. Think of someone or something you feel like grumbling 
about. What positive things could you find to say instead? 
6. Love prays boldly. Prayer can sometimes be a last resort rather than a first port of 
call when we’re in difficulties or ill – or when life is going well. Who encourages you to 
pray in those times? Who could you offer to pray for at the moment who needs to be 
reminded to pray? 
7. Love confesses vulnerably. What might be the advantages of confessing your sins 
or struggles to another Christian who you know and trust? What stops us doing this? 
8. Love challenges graciously. Do you see it as your place to challenge someone 
graciously if you see persistent sin or character weakness in their lives? Why / why 
not?  
9. Dan mentioned some guidelines for the Christian challenging a fellow-believer: 
confess your own sin to God first; remember the goal is restoration not judgment; be 
willing to help the other person overcome the sin – even if it takes a long time; 
remember that ‘there but for the grace of God go I’; speak the truth in love. What else 
would you add?  
10. Do you know other Christians well enough to confess your sins to them or let them 
challenge you?  
11. Which 1 or 2 of these 6 aspects of love is God calling you to work on at the 
moment? Ask for his help.  


