
Nehemiah: Building Community Discussion guide 
based on Nehemiah 1 & 2 (Linked to sermon from 27/10/19) 
which can be accessed at www.stjamesbythepark.org/sermons.html 

Within many editions of the bible there are often introductory notes to each book. It is worth reading 

one on Nehemiah. During the Babylonian invasion of Jerusalem there were at least 3 deportations 

during 608-587. After 70 years there was the first return in 537 and then smaller ones in about 458 and 

444 bc. The book of Nehemiah was originally included in 1 and 2 Ezra. The books have a very similar 

structure and the main characters are very similar in many ways - Ezra and Nehemiah.  

Nehemiah is written in part in Hebrew and in Aramaic – the language of the Babylonian Empire. The 

Persian Empire conquered the Babylonian Empire. Nehemiah was a cupbearer to the Persian King 

Artaxerxes.  

It is worth reading Nehemiah 1-2 as part of the session? 
 
 

Sermon Summary:  
Understanding the devastation of conflict, feeling the power of prayerful compassion and be willing to 
bring shalom to community 
 
 

1. Conflict 
What is reported to Nehemiah and by whom in chapter 1:1-4?  

The Beekeeper of Aleppo is a fictional story of migration written by Christy Lefteri based on a mosaic of 

stories of people she met and listened to. It had an impact on her. Many in the world are reluctant but 

desperate migrants fleeing conflict.  

 On the news has any conflict or migrant story affected you? 

 As the tv programme on Ww2 says it is “a world on fire!” 

 Has any conflict affected you or people you know?   
 

 

2. Compassion 
How did Nehemiah react?  How did he enter into the bitterness of the situation? What did he do in the 

story?  

What does the story say about God? Does prayer prepare people for God’s purposes? 

Is a prayerless life a careless one? Is a prayerful life a careful life? 
 
 

3. Community 
The compassion of Nehemiah led to action. Jesus has compassion on the crowds and saw they were like 

sheep without a shepherd – harassed and helpless.  

What do you think of the following quote? “Do not let your tears end in sadness but in action”  

What did Nehemiah do to change things  -  with the king, and with the community in Jerusalem? 

Where can you exercise influence? How do our mission commitments locally or globally bring shalom to 

people? 

Is God calling you to join him in bringing shalom – peace- well-being to someone or some community?  


