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Dear Friends, 

It’s good to be in touch again! As ever, a brief summary of our latest work and family news for very cold Salta. 

Lima legacy 

The Lima conference (May 25th-27th) on climate change and the 
church went very well and generated a far higher level of interest 
than we had ever hoped for.  

Canon Golliher, Anglican observer at the UN for sustainable 
development, and one of the international speakers at the event, 
considered that “the enthusiasm of everyone there for this urgent 
mission of the church was very striking.   People were doing more 
than listening to presentations and taking notes.  They were 
coming together as the church -- as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
women and men, indigenous peoples, lay and ordained, including 
the top leaders of the Province – sharing their thoughts 
respectfully and honestly, searching for effective ways to fulfill the 
mission of the church.   

While getting this conference off the ground was not easy; the next steps towards individual diocese taking 
concrete actions may be even more challenging. However, we do have a commitment from the bishops, and it is 
now a question of them defining what practical steps we can begin to take. 

 

La Caldera 

Construction of the new dormitory wing for the Diocesan retreat centre in La Caldera is now underway. It should be 
completed in eight months. The kitchen and main building (on the left of the drawing below) are being connected 
with a galleria to the existent external dormitory (centre), which is being refurbished, to include en suite and wheel-
chair accessible bathrooms. The main project is the addition of four apartments, in a two storey unit. 

 
Artist’s impression of the proposed new dormitory wing in La Caldera. 

 
Preparing the foundations 

 

 

 

Land for Life 
Fundación Refugio  

Circular No. 46  August  2018 

 

The Argentine delegation at the Lima conference (from left: 
Dr. Reyna (speaker), Eduardo Bertea, Bishop Venables, Claudia 
and Victor Santillán, Viviana Andrade, Bishops Duarte and Alto 



Environmental outlook 

Following a lot of bad press on deforestation (and with an eye set on the presidency) Salta’s provincial governor 
suddenly announced a doubling of the protected area in the province. Whilst good in principle, the measure 
appears to have been more a publicity stunt than a genuine concern for conservation. We analysed the decree, and 
found that over a third of the “new” areas were actually lands either owned or claimed by indigenous communities. 
They were never consulted. Much of the rest was made up of fragments of publically owned lands with limited 
strategic value in terms of conservation.  We presented our analysis and concerns in a formal letter to the 
government. We also shared our views with the press to the (radio and newspapers).  This happened nearly two 
months ago, and we have yet to receive any response. 

 

Compassion International 

Andrew’s work with Compassion International is currently focussed on looking into the challenges of youth 
discipleship in several countries in east and west Africa, and he will be travelling and working there later this year. 
In the meantime, he travels to Guatemala during the last week of August, where he will be accompanying a team of 
academics from a Texan Christian university on a trip designed to strengthen institutional links with Compassion. 

 

Family 

Tomas is busy with writing up his thesis. He has handed in his notice to the 
engineering consultancy firm where he is currently working. Cecilia has been 
formally ranked as the 4th highest grade out of her class of 800 students. Both 
of them are seeking opportunities for postgraduate studies abroad. Carolina is 
making steady progress, and has taken a liking surgery. She was asked to find 
and take a dead dog for her next class.  

Andrew managed a short visit to his parents on the return from a trip to the 
Philippines in June. It also gave him the chance to touch base with close friends 
from St Albans, and grab a new passport as he passed through London. 

 

Prayer Pointers 

Please pray for the following points: 

• Give thanks for the success of the Lima conference. Pray for diocesan 
delegates now tasked to give local follow-up.  
 

• Tomas recovered from his severe skin rash, though doctors are still not 
totally certain what it was caused by. Andrew continues treatment 
actinic keratosis, but is doing fine.   
 

• Please pray for Ceci and Tomas as they seek to define what they do after graduation. Also, please pray for 
Carolina, who will be alone in Cordoba and for whom we will need to find a new flat to rent (never an easy 
task!). 

 
Please do email us if you want further detailed news, it is always good to hear from you! 

 Andrew and Maria Leake 
andrewleake@gmail.com 

Tomas, Maria, Andrew, 
 Cecilia and Carolina  

Carolina helping to spay a cat 
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